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survival and, where possible, should be used 

before turning to assisted colonization.  
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Assisted Colonization: 
Protect Managed Forests
IN HIS NEWS FOCUS STORY “HOME, HOME 
outside the range?” (24 September, p. 1592), 

R. Stone presents a lucid view of the strengths 

and weaknesses of assisted colonization of 

endangered species. Unfortunately, the focus 

on assisted colonization is overshadowing 

far-reaching climate change adaptation pro-

grams targeting forests managed for produc-

ing timber, producing nontimber products, or 

stocking biomass to capture CO
2
. 

In an effort to help managed forests 

respond to the effects of changes in climate, 

some propose the intentional translocation 

of tree species outside of their ranges. For-

est managers seek to increase forest resil-

ience by introducing new genotypes and new 

species (1). Social pressure to adjust man-

aged forests in response to climate change 

should not be underestimated; managers are 

pushed to make decisions immediately, and 

risks of introducing maladapted genes and 

invasive populations are inherent to this type 

of strategy. Some have even proposed intro-

ducing subtropical species from the southern 

hemisphere in northern temperate countries 

because of the species’ suitability to future 

warmer climates (2). As a result, exotic trees 

could be introduced legally into rural land-

scapes, thereby modifying terrestrial ecosys-

tems for centuries in the name of responding 

to climate change.

We agree with Stone’s conclusion that sci-

entists should closely advise programs con-

sidering assisted colonization, and we add a 

similar plea for managed forests programs. 

The attention paid to the ecological, ethi-

cal, and legal issues of assisted colonization 

of endangered species should not eclipse the 

risk assessment of natural and managed for-

est adaptation strategies. 
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CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS

News Focus: “Killer bots are getting human” by J. Bohannon (1 October, p. 30). The game referred to as “Ultimate 
Tournament 2004” is actually named “Unreal Tournament 2004.”

News of the Week: “New type of cosmic dust tells of galaxy’s violent history” by Y. Bhattacharjee (24 September, 
p. 1590). The reference to “unprecedented images of the cloudshine feature” should have read “unprecedented images 
of the coreshine feature.”

News Focus: “Has China outgrown the one-child policy?” by M. Hvistendahl (17 September, p. 1458). In the graph 
“Having fewer babies anyway” (p. 1459), the top label on the y axis should have been 5, not 5%. The graph has been 
corrected in the HTML version online.

Letters: “Archaeology augments Tibet’s genetic history” by P. J. Brantingham et al. (17 September, p. 1467). The 
Letter referred to both the Report by T. S. Simonson et al. and the Report by X. Yi et al. Only the Report by X. Yi et al. 
should have been cited; T. S. Simonson et al. did not estimate a divergence time for high-altitude Tibetans.

Policy Forum: “Achieving scientifi c eminence within Asia” by A. S. Huang and C. Y. H. Tan (17 September, p. 1471). Refer-
ences 12 and 13 were incomplete. Reference 12 should be “Y. Shi, Y. Rao, Science 329, 1128 (2010).” Reference 13 should 
be “S. Tole, R. D. Vale, Science 329, 1441 (2010).” The references have been corrected in the HTML version online.

Brevia: “Island biogeography reveals the deep history of SIV” by M. Worobey et al. (17 September, p. 1487). A grant was 
omitted from the acknowledgment. The study was supported in part by Public Health Service grant RR000164.

News Focus: “The dour Frenchman on malaria’s frontier” by M. Enserink (3 September, p. 1142). The profi le stated that 
combining an artemisinin-derived drug with another antimalarial was a novel concept in the early 1990s. In fact, others 
had explored that idea before. Researchers from the Guangzhou College of Traditional Chinese Medicine in Guangdong, 
China and the Roche Far East Research Foundation Hong Kong described the fi rst clinical trial in which artemisinin was 
combined with other drugs: G. Q. Li, K. Arnold, X. B. Guo, H. X. Jian, L. C. Fu, Lancet 2, 1360 (1984).

News of the Week: “NSF misfi res on plan to revamp minority programs” by J. Mervis (23 July, p. 376). Stephen Cox was 
identifi ed incorrectly. He is project director for the greater Philadelphia region Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority Partici-
pation program.

Review: “Development of monocytes, macrophages, and dendritic cells” by F. Geissmann et al. (5 February, p. 656). 
Reference 71 was incorrect. It should be A. Aziz et al., Science 326, 867 (2009).
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